ORAL PRIMING AND THE ACD BASIC RULE.
James Rest proposed a model of moral behavior with four components: sensitivity, reasoning, character, and courage (or action). Research has shown that moral character is a complex construct. Multiple moral self-concepts exist within each individual, and different context predispose various of these to become dominant in different settings. Moral priming is the practice of manipulating the environment to favor the use of appropriate moral self-concepts. A study is reported, demonstrating that dentists can be primed to express more moral views based entirely on context. The observed effect of priming was large. The ACD Rule for Moral Identity states that when there is conflict between professionalism and economic or other self-interests, professionalism takes precedence.